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NEW YORK – Saturday is the biggest
non-Breeders’ Cup and Triple Crown
race day in years as two of the finest
females in Thoroughbred racing history,
and the two protagonists in last year’s
Horse of the Year battle, begin their 2 010
campaigns with an eye toward their
meeting in next month’s Apple Blossom
at Oaklawn Park. Rachel Alexandra,
who won the 2 0 0 9 Horse of the Year vote
and was also champion 3-year-old filly,
goes in the $2 0 0 , 0 0 0 New Orleans Ladies
Stakes at Fair Grounds. Zenyatta, who
again won the older female title last
y e a r, will make her first start since her
v i c t o ry over males in the Breeders’ Cup
Classic in the Grade 1, $2 5 0 , 0 0 0 S a n t a
Margarita Handicap at Santa Anita, in
which she will carry top weight of 12 7
p o u n d s .

As if that wasn’t enough, there are
also three important Kentucky Derby
preps on Saturday. The Grade 2, $3 0 0 , 0 0 0
Rebel at Oaklawn deserves top billing
because it will be where Lookin At
L u c k y, last year’s champion 2-year-old
male, not only makes his 3-year-old
debut, but also makes his first start on
dirt and with blinkers. However, the
Grade 2, $15 0 , 0 0 0 San Felipe at Santa
Anita and the Grade 3, $3 0 0 , 0 0 0 Ta m p a
Bay Derby at Tampa Bay Downs also
came up solid races.

You almost have to feel sorry for the
feature at Gulfstream, the Gulfstream
Park Handicap. Despite its Grade 2 status
and $3 0 0 , 0 0 0 purse, it might well get
overshadowed on this huge day of racing.

G u l f s t ream Park Handicap
Although this event won’t get the

attention of some other stakes on
S a t u r d a y, it is a better betting race than
most because it has a big field and a
handful of legitimate contenders.

All I know is I won’t be standing with
This Ones for Phil, Cool Coal Man, or
Harlem Rocker, even though I concede I
wouldn’t be shocked if any of them won.
This Ones for Phil won one of the most
entertaining races of the year last time
out when he prevailed in the Sunshine
Millions Sprint. But even though he has
run the best races of his life on this
track, This Ones for Phil seems to want
races shorter than this one-turn mile.

Cool Coal Man also loves this track.
But these days, I think he’s out of his ele-
ment in graded stakes company, as evi-
denced by his inability to hold on in last
year’s Excelsior Handicap despite con-
trolling a very slow pace. And Harlem
R o c k e r, who has had just one start in the
last four months, and was away a year
before that, has too many gaps on his
record for my liking.

I like Motovato, who was tons the best
when third, beaten just a length, in the
Gulfstream Sprint Championship most
r e c e n t l y. Motovato spotted that field four
to five lengths when he broke poorly,
and was four wide around the far turn.
On top of that, the pace in that race was

moderate, and not really flattering to
anyone like Motovato, who was trying to
come from far back. Yet despite all of
that, Motovato finished strongly. The
added distance Saturday can help him,
as could an early pace that projects to be
more vigorous than it was in the
Gulfstream Sprint Championship.

I also respect Supreme Summit here.
Three starts back, Supreme Summit was
last of 13 turning for home in the Grade
1 Malibu, but he finished fast to be close
to runner-up Misremembered, who won
last week’s Santa Anita Handicap with a
10 4 B e y e r, and third finisher Papa Clem,
who won the San Fernando in his next
start with a 9 7 B e y e r. Supreme Summit
didn’t run as well when fourth in the
subsequent Palos Verdes, but he was
going well at the finish when an
improved third last time out in the San
C a r l o s .

San Felipe Stakes
With Lookin At Lucky having vacated

Santa Anita for Oaklawn (where he
should have his hands full in Saturday’s
Rebel with Dublin), this race will estab-
lish leadership of Southern California’s
Derby division. Certainly, Caracortado,
Dave in Dixie, and American Lion, the
one-two-three finishers in last month’s
Robert B. Lewis, are capable of assuming
a leadership role. That could be particu-
larly true of Dave in Dixie, who could
take a big step forward since his rallying
second in the Lewis was his first start in
four months. But I prefer Dave in Dixie’s
barnmate in here, Sidney’s Candy.

Sidney’s Candy attempts two turns for
the first time Saturday, but he does so off
an improved and strong score in the San
Vicente, his first truly representative
performance since last August. That
means Sidney’s Candy is also eligible to
take a big step forward, and there is no
question he is quick enough to control
the pace from the start.

Tampa Bay Derby
Super Saver is trying to do what barn-

mate Rule did in last month’s Sam
Davis, which is make his first start of
the year a winning one at Tampa Bay
Downs. But while it would be no sur-
prise if Super Saver was successful – his
most recent victory in the Ke n t u c k y
Jockey Club Stakes was a solid effort –
I’m reluctant to take him as the favorite.
I find Schoolyard Dreams an appealing
a l t e r n a t i v e .

Schoolyard Dreams showed potential
last year when he recorded his maiden
win over Tempted to Tapit, runner-up in
last month’s Risen Star Stakes, and
turned in his best race to date with blink-
ers on most recently when second in the
Davis. Schoolyard Dreams was an aggres-
sive part of the pace and was put into an
all-out drive on the far turn, yet still man-
aged to hold the place. A pair of bullet
workouts since suggests Schoolyard
Dreams maintains his sharp form.

Motovato gets
better scenario

By David Gre n i n g
OZONE PARK, N.Y. – Kelly Breen

likes how everything is shaping up for
his multiple-stakes-winning filly
Bickersons entering Saturday’s Grade 3,
$10 0 , 0 0 0 Cicada at Aqueduct.
E v e rything, that is, except the forecast.

With heavy rain expected to pelt the
New York City area Friday and
S a t u r d a y, Aqueduct’s inner track could
come up sloppy for the Cicada, in which
Bickersons is listed as the 7-5 morning
line favorite. Bickersons made her
career debut over a muddy track at
Monmouth Park last summer, and 
finished fifth of six as the 4-5 favorite
under regular rider Joe Bravo. Breen
said he isn’t sure whether it was the
track or just the fact it was her first
r a c e .

“I talked to Bravo about it,” Breen
said Thursday morning. “He thought it
was a little bit of first-time-out jitters.
He’s pushing me to run. I have to talk to
[owner] George Hall about it, see what
he says. I don’t know if it was the track
or what. It could come into considera-
tion because, other than the track, I
think she looks awfully good in this
s p o t .”

Bickersons is running back two weeks
after finishing fourth in the one-mile
Davona Dale at Gulfstream. Breen said
he has been happy with the way
Bickersons has bounced back from that
race. Before the Davona Dale,
Bickersons won the Grade 2 Fo rw a r d
Gal by seven lengths at Gulfstream.

Her speed figures to put her in the
game from the outset under Bravo from
post 8.

Liam’s Dream and Romantic
Hideaway finished third and fourth
behind Bickersons in the Fo rward Gal.
While Romantic Hideaway appeared to
enjoy a nice trip in the Fo rward Gal,
trainer Greg Sacco said the race wasn’t
originally on her schedule. Coming off a
two-length victory in the Brandywine
Stakes at Philadelphia Park on Dec. 2 8,
Romantic Hideaway was given two
weeks off on the farm before shipping to
south Florida. Sacco said it was a “last-
minute decision” to go in the Davona
D a l e .

Romantic Hideaway has six weeks
from the Fo rward Gal to this race, and
she cuts back to a six-furlong distance at
which she is 2 for 2. Romantic Hideaway
shipped in early enough to record a best-
o f -18 half-mile breeze over the inner
track Sunday, and she has already won
over a wet surface.

“We’re coming into this race as good
as we can be,” Sacco said.

Donna Getyourgun, Female Drama,
and Fuzzy Britches are other contenders
in this field.

Mud could
slow down
B i c k e r s o n s

A Q U E D U C T

S a t u rd a y
TA M PA BAY DOWNS:
TA M PA BAY DERBY
3 - y e a r-olds, 1 1/16 miles
Approximate post: Eastern–5:30 p.m., Central–4:30 p.m.,
Mountain–3:30 p.m., Western–2:30 p.m.; Tampa, Fl., forecast:
S u n n y, 72º
P P H O R S E LAST 3 BEYERS O D D S

1 U p t o w n c h a r l y b r o w n 9 1 8 8 7 7 5 - 2
2 Tu v i a ’s Force 7 5 6 5 7 2 1 2 - 1
3 Gleam of Hope 7 9 6 4 7 3 1 5 - 1
4 Slammy Boy 6 4 6 3 6 8 2 0 - 1
5 Schoolyard Dreams 9 3 7 1 8 7 3 - 1
6 Super Saver 9 3 8 5 8 5 2 - 1
7 O d y s s e u s 9 1 8 5 7 6 7 - 2

Morning line odds
Pick: Schoolyard Dreams

GULFSTREAM PA R K :
GULFSTREAM PARK HANDICAP
4 and up, 1 mile
Approximate post: Eastern–5:43 p.m., Central–4:43 p.m.,
Mountain–3:43 p.m., Western–2:43 p.m.; Hallandale Beach, Fl.,
forecast: Slight chance of showers, 79º
P P H O R S E LAST 3 BEYERS O D D S

1 Congressional Page 1 0 1 9 7 8 5 1 2 - 1
2 Past the Point 9 6 1 0 1 9 7 6 - 1
3 Le Grand Cru 9 6 9 6 7 9 1 5 - 1
4 M o t o v a t o 1 0 1 9 9 9 4 6 - 1
5 Harlem Rocker 9 0 9 3 1 0 6 8 - 1
6 Supreme Summit 9 6 9 2 9 5 1 2 - 1
7 I n k a d o 1 0 1 9 6 7 7 2 0 - 1
8 G r a s s h o p p e r 9 3 8 2 8 5 1 5 - 1
9 Cool Coal Man 9 7 9 0 7 5 5 - 1

1 0 You and I Forever 8 8 9 8 8 4 1 2 - 1
1 1 This Ones for Phil 1 0 8 9 7 9 1 9 - 5
Morning line odds 
Pick: Motovato

S A N TA ANITA :
SAN FELIPE STA K E S
3 - y e a r-olds, 1 1/16 miles
Approximate post: Eastern–7:38 p.m., Central–6:38 p.m.,
Mountain–5:38 p.m., Western–4:38 p.m.; Arcadia, Ca., forecast:
S u n n y, 66º
P P H O R S E LAST 3 BEYERS O D D S

1 S t e p h e n ’s Got Hope 7 6 7 8 2 0 - 1
2 I n t e r a c t i f 8 9 8 3 8 8 8 - 1
3 E r b e i a 8 0 6 0 6 0 2 0 - 1
4 American Lion 9 4 8 3 9 0 4 - 1
5 S i d n e y ’s Candy 9 5 7 2 9 9 5 - 2
6 Dave in Dixie 9 5 8 5 8 5 4 - 1
7 C a r a c o r t a d o 9 8 8 1 8 3 2 - 1

Odds by Michael Hammersly
Pick: Sidney’s Candy

Watch stakes previews and replays online in the
Weekend Wa rrior: d rf . c o m / w a rr i o r
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