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Races of the day

You Go West Girl and Chestoria,
1-2 a neck apart in last month’s
John Hettinger Stakes at
Belmont Park, have a rematch
set up there in Sunday’s
Ticonderoga Stakes. Page 4

News and notes

Although no decision has been
made on which race Zenyatta
will compete in in this year’s
Breeders’ Cup, a strong workout
Friday left the Classic open as a
possibility. Page 3

A company owned by the
Chickasaw Nation has outbid
Penn National Gaming Inc. for
the operating assets of Lone Star
Park. Page 3

Opinions

Columnist Steven Crist sees the
long-term strategy recently
announced for Breeders’ Cup site
locations as premature. Page 5
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STAT OF THE DAY

Track:  Philadelphia Park, Race 5

Horse:  1-Missy Paige

Trainer:  Tim Ritchey

Stat:  Sprints to routes on dirt in all
claiming races in the past 3 years.
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Visiting the
doctor’s office

BeNOIT & ASSOCIATES

Informed (above) and stablemate Lava Man, who is
on the comeback trail, were sent to a medical clinic
for tests Friday. Informed will miss the BC Dirt
Mile, but Lava Man is just going in for a checkup,
trainer Doug O’Neill said. Article, page 11.

BELMONT

Will third time
be the charm?

By David Grening

ELMONT, N.Y. — Of the four traditional
turf stakes carded on this circuit for New
York-bred males, the Mohawk is the only
one that has proven elusive thus far to
Banrock. Banrock will try to rectify that
Sunday when he makes his third attempt at
winning the Mohawk against a full field of
New York-breds in the 1 1/8-mile turf race at
Belmont Park.

The Mohawk, along with the Ticonderoga
for fillies and mares, were both rescheduled
from Saturday when forecasted showers put
turf racing in doubt for that day. The
Mohawk and Ticonderoga are two of six
stakes on the nine-race closing-day program
at Belmont. Racing shifts eight miles west to
Aqueduct beginning Wednesday.

Banrock, a 6-year-old gelded son of Go for
Gin, has won the last two runnings of the
Kingston, Ashley T. Cole, and West Point
handicaps. In 2007, before he developed into
the force he now is, Banrock finished sixth
in the Mohawk. Last year, he finished
fourth.

“Last year we were fourth, beaten a
length, and I thought I was going to jump off
the grandstand,” trainer Tom Bush said. “I
could see he had a lot to do turning for
home and when he finally got him outside
he did start to come. He just didn’t have
enough to get by those horses.”

Banrock excels over soft ground, which
he is likely to get if the forecast for rain here
Saturday proved correct. Sunday is expect-
ed to be dry and sunny, but the damage is
likely to be done. Banrock did win the West
Point at Saratoga over firm turf.

“I'm most proud of the race at Saratoga
on the hard ground,” Bush said. “I thought
it was just a real gritty effort on his part. He
could have easily lost that race.”

Pennington has come closest of any New
York-bred to defeat Banrock this year. He
came within a head of Banrock in the West
Point and three-quarters of a length in the
Ashley T. Cole.

“Banrock, he’s as solid as they come and
obviously we have to have our ‘A’ game and
Banrock not get the trip that he always
seems to get,” said Rick Violette, trainer of
Pennington. “We need a little luck.”

Gimme Credit has lost his last 18 races,
but was beaten only two lengths by Banrock
in the Ashley Cole here in September.




